KEY REQUIREMENTS
OF NIS 2: A GUIDE
TO COMPLIANCE

COMPLIANCE IS NOT JUST ABOUT AVOIDING PENALTIES—IT'S ABOUT
BUILDING RESILIENCE, PROTECTING CRITICAL DATA, AND SECURING
OPERATIONS. IN THIS GUIDE, WE BREAK DOWN THE KEY
REQUIREMENTS OF NIS 2 AND PROVIDE ACTIONABLE STEPS TO
HELP BUSINESSES STAY COMPLIANT AND AHEAD OF CYBER
THREATS.
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STRENGTHENING
CYBERSECURITY
IN A DIGITAL AGE

Cyber threats are evolving at an alarming rate, and businesses can no longer afford to sit back and hope for the
best. Enter the NIS 2 Directive—Europe's latest attempt to keep cybercriminals at bay and ensure organizations
are prepared for digital battles ahead. Designed to bolster cybersecurity resilience, NIS 2 applies to a broad
range of businesses, from energy providers to digital service operators. Compliance isn't just a legal obligation—
it's a survival strategy. Let's break down what's required and why it matters.

UNDERSTANDING
THE CORE
REQUIREMENTS
OF NIS 2

Risk Management and Governance — The
Cybersecurity Command Center

Gone are the days when cybersecurity was just an IT
department concern. NIS 2 pushes organizations to
establish robust security policies and embed
cybersecurity into their governance structure. In other
words, top executives can't just pass the buck—
accountability now reaches the boardroom. Risk
assessments must be conducted regularly to identify
potential threats, and a culture of cybersecurity
awareness needs to be cultivated across all levels of
the organization.
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Incident Reporting: Speed and
Transparency — The Cyber Alarm System

Imagine discovering a cyberattack and having to
scramble for hours before deciding what to do. That
won't cut it anymore. Under NIS 2, organizations must
notify national authorities of a significant security
breach within 24 hours. A detailed follow-up report is
due within 72 hours, and a final impact assessment
within a month. This ensures businesses and
regulators work together quickly to contain threats
before they spiral out of control.

Third-Party and Supply Chain Security —
The Weakest Link Problem

Your security is only as strong as your least-secure
vendor. With businesses increasingly dependent on
third-party services, NIS 2 emphasizes securing the
supply chain. That means assessing supplier security
postures, enforcing contractual obligations for
cybersecurity standards, and conducting continuous
monitoring. If a hacker gets into your systems
through a poorly protected vendor, you're still on the
hook.

Regular Audits and Compliance Reviews —
The Health Check for Cybersecurity

Think of cybersecurity audits as regular medical
check-ups. They help diagnose vulnerabilities, ensure =
security measures are effective, and keep businesses e—
on track with compliance. Regulatory bodies will also

be keeping a close eye, conducting independent COMPL'ANCE '
assessments to verify adherence. The goal? —

Continuous improvement rather than a one-time
compliance checkbox.
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STEPS TO
ACHIEVE
COMPLIANCE

Assemble a Compliance Task Force — The

Cybersecurity Avengers_

You need a dream team to tackle NIS 2. This should
include IT security experts, legal advisors, and risk
management professionals who work together to
ensure compliance. The team must be well-versed in
cybersecurity frameworks and technological
implementations, as the use of security solutions is
not optional—it is mandatory,

Conduct Comprehensive Risk Assessments

— Know Your Cyber Weaknesses
Understanding where your vulnerabilities lie is half
the battle. Organizations should perform regular risk
assessments using industry-standard frameworks
like ISO 27001 or NIST. These assessments must be
supplemented with security technologies, such as
automated threat detection systems and vulnerability
management tools, to continuously monitor and
mitigate risks.

Implement an Incident Reporting
Framework — Be Ready to Sound the
Alarm

Developing a structured incident response plan is
essential to meet reporting timelines. This includes
defining escalation procedures, training employees to
recognize security breaches, and integrating
automated detection and alerting tools for faster
response times.
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Develop a Robust Supply Chain Security
Strategy

Since third-party vulnerabilities pose a major risk,
businesses must establish stringent vendor
assessment protocols. This includes conducting
security audits on suppliers, enforcing compliance
through contractual obligations, and regularly
reviewing the security measures of external partners.
Supply chain security tools and risk management
platforms help ensure ongoing compliance with NIS 2
requirements.

Invest in Cybersecurity Awareness Training
— Knowledge is Power

A well-trained workforce is a crucial line of defense.
Employees should undergo regular cybersecurity
training sessions to recognize phishing attempts,
social engineering tactics, and other threats. In
addition to training, organizations should deploy
security solutions such as phishing detection and
endpoint protection platforms to minimize risks.

Establish Clear Policies and Procedures —
Define the Rules

Organizations must create and document
comprehensive cybersecurity policies that outline best
practices, access controls, and incident response
procedures. To enforce these policies effectively,
technologies such as Identity and Access
Management (IAM) and Zero Trust security models
should be implemented to manage user access and
authentication securely.

Test and Improve with Cybersecurity Drills
— Practice Makes Perfect

Cybersecurity is not just about having a plan—it's
about making sure that plan works. Conduct regular
penetration testing, tabletop exercises, and simulated
cyberattack scenarios to evaluate response
effectiveness. Automated security testing tools and
continuous compliance monitoring platforms can
assist in identifying gaps and ensuring a proactive
security stance.
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LEVERAGING

TECHNOLOGY
AND EXPERTISE

Advanced Security Solutions — Your Cyber Shields

Technology plays a crucial role in compliance, providing organizations with real-time threat detection, automated
responses, and enhanced security monitoring. Some of the key solutions that can help meet NIS 2 requirements

include:

LA

Security Information and Event Management (SIEM) — Centralizes log management and threat
detection, providing organizations with real-time security analytics and incident response capabilities.

Identity and Access Management (IAM) - Ensures strict access control, multi-factor authentication
(MFA), and least-privilege policies to prevent unauthorized access.

Endpoint Detection and Response (EDR) — Helps secure endpoints by detecting and mitigating threats
before they escalate.

Data Loss Prevention (DLP) — Protects sensitive information from unauthorized access, leakage, or
exfiltration, ensuring compliance with data protection regulations.

Zero Trust Architecture (ZTA) — Ensures that every request is continuously authenticated and
authorized, never assuming trust.

Cloud Security Posture Management (CSPM) - Helps ensure compliance with security policies and
configurations for cloud environments.

Web Application and API Protection (WAAP) - Protects online applications against web-based threats
such as DDoS attacks, bot traffic, and OWASP Top 10 vulnerabilities.

Automated Compliance Tools — Assist in continuous compliance monitoring, making it easier to
manage and prove adherence to NIS 2 requirements.

In our next article, we will dive deeper into mapping NIS 2 requirements with the right technologies to create an
actionable and consistent compliance plan.
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THIRD-PARTY
CYBERSECURITY
EXPERTISE

Calling in the Pros

If cybersecurity isn't your company's strong suit,
partnering with Managed Security Service Providers
(MSSPs) and cybersecurity consultants can be a
game-changer. MSSPs provide round-the-clock
monitoring, threat intelligence, and compliance
management, ensuring that businesses stay ahead of
evolving threats. Engaging with penetration testing
firms can also help organizations identify vulnerabilities
before cybercriminals do.

A Continuous Commitment to Cyber Resilience

Complying with NIS 2 is not a “set it and forget it" exercise—it's an ongoing commitment to cybersecurity
excellence. As cyber threats grow more sophisticated, businesses must continuously adapt, refine their
strategies, and integrate security into their long-term goals. Compliance not only helps avoid penalties but also
strengthens trust and resilience in an increasingly interconnected world. By embracing best practices, leveraging
technology, and fostering a cybersecurity-first culture, businesses can turn compliance into a competitive
advantage rather than just another regulatory burden.

Of course, achieving compliance isn't always straightforward. In our next article, we'll dive into more detail on the
key requirements of NIS 2 and will link them to current technologies in order to create an actionable and
consistent compliance plan.

For expert guidance on achieving NIS 2 compliance and strengthening your cybersecurity posture, contact AKAT
Technologies today. Our team of specialists is ready to help you navigate regulatory complexities and implement
cutting-edge security solutions tailored to your business needs.




